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during a century of British rule, and having regard to the fact
that the present system of government does not satisfy the legitimate
aspirations of the people and has become unsuited to the existing
conditions and requirements, the Congress is of opinion that the
time has come when His Majesty the King-Emperor should be
pleased to issue a proclamation announcing that it is the aim and
intention of British policy to confer self-government on India at an
early date; that this Congress demands that a definite step should be
taken towards self-government by granting the reforms contained in
the scheme prepared by the All-India Congress Committee and
adopted by the All-India Muslim League; and that, in the cons-
truction of the empire, India shall be lifted from the position of
dependency to that of an equal partner in the empire along with
the self-governing dominions.53
The leaders of the Congress and the League came to an agreement,
known thereafter as the "Lucknow Pact". The Congress conceded
separate Muslim electorates. They were even to be introduced in
the Punjab and the Central Provinces where they had not hitherto
existed. Seats, moreover, in the councils were allotted to those
electorates on a generous scale. Muslim "weightage" was also to be
raised substantially above its present level. The Muslim representa-
tion in Bengal was raised from ten to forty per cent, in the Punjab
from twenty-five to fifty per cent. And in the other provinces the
Muslims were to obtain many more seats than they had at present or
would have on population basis. Muslim strength at the centre was
similarly increased by the allotment of one-third of the elections to
the council to separate Muslim constituencies. The Muslims yielded
in return, to the abandonment of their existing right to vote in
general as well as separate electorates.
The cardinal points of the Congress-League scheme may be
summarized thus: (i) The provinces should be freed as much as
possible from central control in administration and finance. (2) Four-
fifths of the central and provincial legislative councils should be
elected. (3) Not less than half the members of the central and provin-
cial governments should be elected by the elected members of their
respective legislative councils* (4) The Governments, central and
provincial, should be bound to act in accordance with resolutions
passed by theira legislative councils unless they were vetoed by
the Governor-General or Governors and, in that event, if the